Jo: Ypcyna ¢on aep Jlaiien
IIpe3unent Ha EBporneiickara komucust

Ho: NnBa MoxaHcoH
Komucap no Berpemnure paboru
Ha EBponeiickaTta KoMUCHs

o: boiiko bopucos
Munuctbp-nipencenaren Ha Permyonuka bearapus

Codus, 13.03.2020r.

YBaxkaema r-xo0 ¢oH nep Jlaiien,
VYBaxkaema r-xo MoxaHCOH,
YBaxxaemu 1-H bopucos,

Hue, nonynonnucanure opranuszanuu, padboTeniy ¢ 6exxaHluy 1 MUTpaHTH B beirapus w/umm
CBIIPUYACTHHU C TAXHATa Ch0a, U3pa3siBaMe HalllaTa CUJIHA 3aTPHIKEHOCT OTHOCHO PEeaKLusATa Ha
OBArapcKOTO MPABUTEJICTBO HA MUI'PALIMOHHATA CUTYyalMs 110 BRHIIHUTE IpaHUIM Ha EBponeiickus
cbro3 ¢ Typrwmst. [IpuzoBaBame ObiTapckuTe Biactu u EBponeiickara KOMHCHS J1a TIpEATpHEeMaT
CTBIIKM 32 TOBa bbarapus ga moeme cBosita OTTOBOPHOCT B AyX Ha COMMIAPHOCT U B CHOTBETCTBUE C
aHaraKUMEHTHUTE, KOUTO € MoeJia KaTo cTpaHa wieHka Ha EC, 1 3a U3II'BJIHEHUETO Ha KOUTO MOJy4aBa
3HaYUTEIHA (PMHAHCOBA MOJIKpPENa OT €BPOIEHCKUS OI0KET.

IIpomsnara B monutukata Ha Pemmybnuka Typiust ot kpast Ha M. heBpyapu 2020r. OTHOCHO
HAMUPAIIUTE CE€ HA HEfHA TePUTOPHs OeXaHIM U MUTPAHTH JOBEJIE /IO CUTYyaIlHsl Ha XyMaHHUTapHa
KpH3a, IPH KOSATO XUJISIAA X0pa, BKIL. Jela U APYTH ysI3BUMH JIHIA, € HAMHUPAT B O€JICTBEHO
HOJIOXKEHHE OKOJIO rpaHunara ¢ PemybOnuka ['spiiust, 6€3 eneMeHTapHH yCIIOBHS 3 OLeNIIBaHEe, HUTO
BB3MOXHOCT J1a IOMCKAT U MOJIydaT MEeXAyHapoHa 3aKpuia.

W3kmounTenHo 006e3nokosBall € (pakThT, Ye MpH Taka ch3JlajaTa ce CUTyalus, ObIrapCKuTe BIACTH
0TOeNsA3BaT “HyJIeB MUTPALIMOHEH HATUCK MO OBIrapo-Typckara rpaHula, U J0KIaaBaT IyOIuyHO
Opost Xxopa, YMEeTOo BIM3aHE B CTpaHara ca yCIeu Jia mpeaoTBpaTaT. Ta3u Beue 100pe JOKyMEHTUpaHa
NpaKTHKa Ha OTOTbCKBAHE, BKII. M UYpe3 yIOTpeda Ha HACWIINE, KOSITO € €lHA OT BEPOATHUTE IPUIHHA
MUTPaHTH U OeKaHIM 1a n30srBatr beirapus Ha BCsKa 1ieHa, € MPECThITHA U He OuBa 1a 0b/e
JIOITyCKaHa U JISTUTUMHPaHa KaTo MHCTPYMEHT 3a YIpaBJICHNUE Ha MUTPALIMOHHUTE MTOTOLIH.

B T031 KOHTEKCT, C H3HEHa/la HayYMXMe OT U3ABJICHHE Ha MUHUCTBP-IIpeceaTens, HanpaBeHo Ha 10
Mmapt 2020r., ue brarapus ucka ot EK na it 6baat otycHati nonbiaautensu 130 Munuona eBpo 3a
crpaBsiHE ¢ (HechllecTBYBala) MUrpantcka kpusza. Ot 2015r. Hacam bwirapus e nomyuunna okono 300



MWJIMOHA €BPO OT MMapHUTe Ha €BPOMNEHCKUTE JAHBKOIIATIIN, 32 J1a U3TPay KalaluTeTa CH KaKkTo 3a
OXpaHa Ha TPaHMIINTE, TaKa U 3a Ch3AaBaHe Ha (PYHKIMOHHUpAIA CHCTEMA 3a NIPEeIOCTaBsIHE Ha
yOexHIle U aIeKBaTHU YCIIOBUS 3a PUEM Ha Thpcelly 3akpuia juna. [IpenocraBenure camo B kpast Ha
2016r. 3a Te3u menu cpeacTBa mo Mexanusma 3a crienrHa nomoi ot GoHx ,,Bbrpemna curypaoct™ u
doux ,,YOexule, MUTpaIis 1 MHTETpAIs * Bb3IM3aT Ha moutd 150 MummoHa eBpo.

KanauurersT Ha bbarapus 3a npueM Ha Thpcelln 3akpuia juua € 5,160 mecta B IpUeMHHUTE LIEHTPOBE
Ha J[ppkaBHaTa arennus 3a 6exxannure (JJAB), kaTo kbM MOMeHTa ca 3aeTu efiBa okojo 7%. B
CBIIIOTO BpeMe, OEKAHCKUTE JIarepu Ha TPHLKUTE OCTPOBH Ca ITBJIHM JI0 JIECET ITHTH HAJl KaraluTeTa
CH, KaTO BCHYKH CME CTaBaJIM CBUICTENIM Ha KAPTHHU OT YCJIOBHUATA Ha )KUBOT B TSAX, HA KOUTO HE OH
cieqBalio na ObJie Mo IaraHo HUKOE YOBEIIKO CHINECTBO, OIIE TTOBEYE XOPa, THPCEIN MEXITyHapOIHA
3akpwia. bearapus, obade, He € U3pa3uia 10 TO3M MOMEHT HUKAaKBa TOTOBHOCT Jla IIOMOTHE 3a
00JIeKUYaBaHETO HA CUTyaluATa B ['bpIiusi, KaTo MmpreMe 4acT OT TE3U XOpa Ha TePUTOPHSITA CH U
W3II0JI3Ba TIOCTPOCHUTE 32 Ta3M Iie]l IpUEeMaTeTHH IEHTPOBe. bharapwsi, ChIIo Taka, 10 TO3U MOMEHT
HE € 3asBUJIa ydacThe B MHUIIMATHUBATA 33 PEIOKMpaHe Ha yacT oT 5,500-Te HenmpuapyKeHu aena oT
TPBIKUATE OCTPOBH, BBIIPEKH Y€ pas3moiiara ¢ ABe T.Hap. 3allUTEHU 30HH, TOCTPOCHU CIEIUAITHO 32
1[eJITa, OTHOBO C €BPOIEHUCKH CPEICTBA, KOUTO B MOMEHTA Ca ChHILIO MOYTH MTPa3HHU.

[Ipensuxa mo-ropaoTO, Mpu3oBaBaMe EBpornelickaTta KOMUCHS U OBATapPCKOTO MPABUTENICTBO Ja
npeanpuemMar HezabaBHU MEpKH 3a ToBa bbarapus:

* Jla u3nosi3Ba 1o npegHa3HaueHUe Bede Ch3/AaeHaTa C eBpPOIEICKH cpelicTBa HH(pPACTPyKTypa 3a
IIpUEMaHe Ha ThPCELIM 3aKpuJla JIMLA, KaTo IPHEME Ha CBOSI TEPUTOPUS HAMUPALIM C€ B MOMEHTA
B ['bpuinis KaHAMIATH 32 MEKIYHAPOIHA 3aKPHJIa, BKII. HEPUIPYKEHH JeTa

* Jla moxcurypu 6e30maceH AOCTBII 10 MPOoLieAypaTa 3a MpeloCcTaBsIHe Ha MEKIyHapO/IHA 3aKpHiia
B bwarapus Ha Hamupamure ce no rpanunara ¢ P. Typuus xopa u 1a npeycTaHOBH BCAKaKBH
MPAKTUKU Ha TAXHOTO OTOJ'bCKBAHE OT I'PaHHIIATa

* Jla 3asBu kBoTa 3a 2020r. 3a nmpe3acenBaHe Ha XOpa B HY’/1a OT MEK/IyHapo/IHa 3aKpuJa,
HaMHpAIX ce Ha TepuTopusTa Ha TpeTr 3a EC cTpanm, KosITO 11a € Chpa3MepHa C KarmanuTeTa Ha
CTpaHarta ¥ MMpeBU OTPOMHATA HYXK/Ia OT TAKUBA MEPKHU

Hexka ne 3a0paBsmMe, ue MUTPaHTHUTE, 1AM OsIraliy OT BOSHEH KOH(MIMKT WM HAITyCKaIlld CTPAHUTE CH
10 IpYr'y IPUYMHH, UMAT YOBEIIKH IIpaBa, KOUTO CME IIBKHU Aa 3aunTame!

Ilomnucann:

IlenTsp 3a npaBra noMout — ['mac B benrapus
®onpanus ,,Mucus Kpune*

Awmnectu UnTepHemrsHba brarapus
®onpanus ,,IlpaBo Ha nercTBo

®Dounparus ,,bayanHK”

Munanexka JITBT Opraamzarus [etictBue
®onparus ,,beaTapCcKu aIBOKATH 32 MMpaBaTa Ha YoBEKa*
Bans MBanoBa, uzcnenoBaren

®onHpaaIus 3a HOBa KyJITypa

Crnpyxenue ,,bornrapus 6e3 aum
CryzaenTtcko o011ecTBO 3a paBeHCTBO pu CY
Jles®em



Cnpyxenue ,,ChBEeT Ha KeHUTE OekaHkH B bbarapus™
®onpanus ,,I'enepanus‘

Karpo bearapus

Cu Bu Ec-bwarapus

®onpanus "/xeHnasp antepHatusu’

Cgeriia Enuea, conmonor u xypHanuct, Genderland
CrpyxeHue 3a 4oBelIKky npasa "Maprunanus"



To: Ursula von der Leyen
President of the European Commission

To: Ylva Johansson
Home Affairs Commissioner at the
European Commission

To: Boyko Borissov
Prime Minister of the Republic of Bulgaria

Sofia, 13.03.2020

Dear Ms. von der Leyen,
Dear Ms. Johansson,
Dear Mr. Borissov,

We, the undersigned organizations, which work with refugees and migrants in Bulgaria and/or are
sympathetic to their fate, would like to express our serious concern with the reaction of the Bulgarian
government to the migration situation at the external borders of the European Union with Turkey. We
call on the Bulgarian government and on the European Commission to take steps so that Bulgaria
assumes its responsibility, in the spirit of solidarity and in accordance with the commitments it has
made as a Member State of the EU, for the fulfillment of which it receives significant financial support
from the EU budget.

The change of policy on the part of Turkey from the end of February 2020, concerning the refugees and
migrants situated on its territory, led to a situation of humanitarian crisis, whereby thousands of people,
including children and other vulnerable persons, found themselves in distress near the border with
Greece, lacking basic survival conditions and not being able to request or receive international
protection.

We are extremely concerned with the fact that in the current situation, the Bulgarian government has
announced “zero migration pressure” at the Bulgarian-Turkish border and publicly reports the number
of people whose entry into the country it has successfully prevented. This already well-documented
practice of push-backs, including through the use of violence, which is one of the likely reasons for
which migrants and refugees avoid Bulgaria at all costs, is criminal and must not be allowed nor
legitmized as as a migration management tool.

In this context, we were astonished to hear the Prime Minister’s statement from March 10, 2020, that
Bulgaria is requesting from the EC an additional 130 million euro to handle a (non-existant) migration
crisis. Since 2015 to this day, Bulgaria has received around 300 million euro from European taxpayers’
money, in order to build its capacity for both border protection and the creation of a functioning system



for providing international protection and appropriate reception condition for asylum seekers. The
emergency fundig received for this purpose just in the end of 2016 under AMIF and the Internal
Security Fund (ISF) amount to nearly 150 million euro.

Bulgaria’s reception capacity for asylum seekers is 5,160 places in the reception centres of the State
Agency for the Refugees (SAR), which are currently occupied at 7% of capacity. At the same time, the
refugee camps on the Greek islands are filled up to ten times of capacity, and we have all seen the
images of the living conditions there — conditions, to which no human being should be subjected, least
of all people seeking international protection. Bulgaria, however, has not, to this moment in time,
expressed any readiness to help relieve the situation in Greece by receiving some of these people on its
territory and using the reception centres built for this purpose. In addition, Bulgaria has not so far
partaken in the initiative for the relocation of some of the 5,500 unaccompanied children on the Greek
islands, even though it has two so-called safe zones, built specifically for such purpose, also with
European funds, which are nearly empty at the moment.

In view of the stated above, we call on the European Commission and the Bulgarian government to
take steps immediately so that:

* Bulgaria uses according to its purpose the already built with European funds infrastructure for the
reception of asylum seekers, by receiving on its territory asylum seekers currently situated in
Greece, including unaccompaned children

* Bulgaria ensures safe access to asylum procedure in Bulgaria to the people situated along the
borders with Turkey and ends all practices of pushing them back from the border

*  Bulgaria commits to a quota for the resettlement of persons in need of international protection
located on the territory of third countries that coresponds to its capacity and takes into account
the enormous need of such measures

We must not forget that migrants, whether fleeing military conflict or leaving their countries for other
reasons, have human rights that we must respect!

Signatories:

Center for Legal Aid — Voice in Bulgaria

“Mission Wings” Foundation

Amnesty International Bulgaria

Foundation “Right to Childhood”

Bluelink Foundation

Youth LGBT Organization “Deystvie”

Foundation “Bulgarian Lawyers for Human Rights”
Vanya Ivanova, researcher

New Culture Foundation

Smoke Free Bulgaria Association

Student Society for Equality at Sofia University
LevFem

Council of Refugee Women in Bulgaria

Generation Foundation

CATRO Bulgaria

Cooperation for voluntary service (CVS) — Bulgaria



Gender Alternatives Foundation
Svetla Encheva, sociologist and journalist, Genderland
Marginalia Association for Human Rights



